MINUTES BOOK**TOWN OF COEYMANS
December 22, 2022 – Town Board Meeting – 6:00pm
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]A Town Board Meeting was held Thursday December 22, 2022 at 6:00pm at Town Hall, 18 Russell Avenue, Ravena, New York 

PRESENT:		George D. McHugh, Supervisor 
			Brandon L. LeFevre, Council Member
			Linda S. Bruno, Council Member
Marisa Tutay, Council Member 
			Stephen J. Schmitt, Council Member

Absent:	


ALSO PRESENT: 	Candace McHugh, Town Clerk 
Marc Tryon, Chief of Police
Jason Chmielewski, Code Enforcement Officer / Building Inspector 
			Daniel Baker, Superintendent of Highways
			Keith Geraldsen, Chief Sewer Plant Operator
			
					 

Supervisor McHugh called the meeting to order and led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. County legislator Zachary Collins led the audience in prayer. Supervisor McHugh asked that the record reflect that all members were present.

Announcements: 

RCS Football Presentation: With the hard work and dedication of the RCS Football Team of 1996, the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans declared the month of December as “RCS Football Month.” This season, not only was RCS named Section 2 Class B Champions, but they also earned the title of New York State East Regional Champions! On behalf of the Town Board, we would like to present Coach VanDerzee, Kerrigan, Dorrance, and Team with a plaque honoring this year’s hard work and success
Town Hall Closure: Town Hall will be closed Monday, December 26th in observance of Christmas and on January 2nd in observance of New Year’s Day. 
County Legislator Zachary Collins gave an update on Albany County Business: The County Budget was approved unanimously with a slight decrease in the tax rate. Legislator Collins stated he is learning quite a bit; his next mission is to work with the Ravena Seniors Projects on funding for a new vehicle. Supervisor McHugh offered any support the Town can give towards this as well. 




Motion to Approve Minutes
Minutes were approved for the following Town Board meetings:
November 10, 2022 Public Hearing
December 8, 2022 Public Hearing
December 8, 2022 Town Board Meeting
Council member Brandon LeFevre made a motion to accept the minutes and Council member Linda Bruno seconded the motion
APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – ABSENT 0– ABSTAIN 0- SO MOVED
Supervisor Report
 
Supervisor McHugh read the November 2022 Supervisor’s Report.

Motion to Accept Report
Council member Bruno made a motion to accept the report as read, seconded by Council member Schmitt.   APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – ABSENT 0 – SO MOVED


Department Reports

Town Clerk Report – November 2022 Report read by Candace McHugh

Motion to Accept Report
Council member McHugh made a motion to accept the report as read, seconded by Council member Tutay.    APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – ABSENT 0 – SO MOVED

Police Department Report – November 2022 Report read by Chief Tryon

Motion to Accept Report
Council member McHugh made a motion to accept the report as read, seconded by Council member Bruno.     APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – ABSENT 0 – SO MOVED

Motion to Execute 2023 Stop DWI Contract
Supervisor McHugh made a motion to authorize the Town Supervisor to execute the agreement with Albany County for the 2023 Stop DWI Program., Council member LeFevre seconded the motion.  
APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – ABSENT 0 – SO MOVED

Building Department – November 2022 Report read by Jason Chmielewski

Motion to Accept Report
Council member Schmitt made a motion to accept the report as read, seconded by Council member Tutay.     APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – ABSENT 5 – SO MOVED



Planning/Zoning Board Report - November 2022 report read by Jason Chmielewski.

Motion to Accept Report
Council member Tutay made a motion to accept the report as read, seconded by Council member LeFevre.     APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – ABSENT – SO MOVED

Sewer Department Report – November 2022, Sewer Department Report read by Keith Geraldsen
	
Motion to Accept Report- 
Council member McHugh made a motion to accept the report as read, seconded by Council member Bruno.     APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – ABSENT – SO MOVED

Highway Department Report – December 2022 Report read by Daniel Baker

Motion to Accept Report
Council member LeFevre made a motion to accept the report as read, seconded by Council member Bruno.     
APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – ABSENT 0 – SO MOVED


Old Business:
CodeRED:  The Supervisor stated an insert will be included in the property tax bills on how to sign up for the alerts. Highway Superintendent Baker mentioned we will be asking the heads of  local emergency services to be aware and a part of this system.
Coeymans Landing Park Project:  A walk through was completed with the engineers and Carver Companies. There is a small area that needs to be addressed in the Spring.  There is a plan to have a ribbon cutting in the Spring with the departments who have facilitated this project. The Supervisor stated that signs will be placed in regards to parking regulations.  Supervisor McHugh also mentioned someone has been riding a snowmobile on the fields and pavements which needs to stop.
Town Wide Ambulance District: The Supervisor feels we are ready to form a Steering Committee. By creating an ambulance district, they would be able to manage themselves similarly to that of the fire departments and ensure life support to the community.
A Motion to Establish a Steering Committee to further develop a town wide ambulance district was made by Supervisor George McHugh and was seconded by Council member Schmitt. 
APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – ABSENT 0 – SO MOVED
Committee members are as follows: Marisa Tutay, Brandon LeFevre, Brian Dunigan Sr., Brian Dunigan Jr., and Travis Whitbeck.

Proposed Local Law- Zoning Moratorium: Supervisor McHugh stated the reasons why the town code and zoning exists. Fuel Storage terminal was not a defined term in our town code.  The  3-month moratorium was proposed to give time to make a proper definition. Council member Schmitt and Supervisor McHugh met with Mr. Long after the public hearing to clarify the situation.  Mr. Long was agreeable to give the town the necessary time to define the term.  The appeal was removed by Supervisor McHugh and the proposed moratorium pulled from the Albany County Planning Board. A proposed local law has been drafted with the help of the Coeymans Town Board, PB/ZBA Attorney and The Attorney of Long Energy. Long Energy has agreed to let this law take effect before continuing with the planning process. Supervisor McHugh thanks Mr. Long and his attorney for their help in this situation
Resolutions

Resolution # 184-22 2022 Authorize Town Clerk to Collect Sewer Payments
	
	Present
	Absent
	Aye
	Nay
	Abstain

	George D. McHugh
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Brandon L. LeFevre
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Linda S. Bruno
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Marisa J. Tutay
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Stephen J. Schmitt
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Total
	5
	
	5
	
	



I, Council member Tutay  offer the following resolution and move its adoption:

WHEREAS, the Town of Coeymans is required to establish Sewer Rates for 2023; and

WHEREAS, a Public Hearing was duly advertised in the official newspaper of the Town of Coeymans and held on December 22, 2022, at 6:00 pm, at Town Hall; and 

WHEREAS, all parties in attendance were granted the opportunity to speak on behalf and/or in opposition to the proposed 2023 Sewer Rates; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans determines the number of units to calculate the billing for operation, maintenance, and capital projects; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans has established a late payment of ten percent (10%) to be imposed on all balances (30) days from the due date of the billing; and 

WHEREAS, each use is hereby charged as follows:

Per Unit Per Year- Four hundred fifty two dollars and forty seven cents ($452.47)
January-June Payment- Two hundred twenty six dollars and twenty four cents ($226.24)
July- December Payment- Two hundred twenty six dollars and twenty three cents ($226.23)
Commercial- One (1) unit per use
Apartments- One (1) unit per Apartment 
Out of District Users- per unit per year
Vacant Parcel- Flat rate of one hundred dollars per year ($100.00)
Village of Ravena- Thirty-six thousand five hundred eighty-six dollars and eighty one cents ($36,586.81) 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans does hereby authorize the Town Clerk to collect sewer rents for 2023, pursuant to the above established rates.

Seconded by Council member LeFevre, offered for discussion and duly put to a vote, the results of which appear above.
Discussion: Supervisor McHugh clarified what the Village rate is what is paid to the town on a monthly basis. The Town does not set the sewer rates for Village residents, the Village Board does.



Resolution # 185-22 Authorize Collection of Stone House Hill Sewer Rents
	
	Present
	Absent
	Aye
	Nay
	Abstain

	George D. McHugh
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Brandon L. LeFevre
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Linda S. Bruno
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Marisa J. Tutay
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Stephen J. Schmitt
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Total
	5
	
	5
	
	



I, Council member LeFevre  offer the following resolution and move its adoption:

WHEREAS, the Town of Coeymans has established Stonehouse Hill Road sewer district extension and is required to establish sewer rates for 2023 on these parcels; and

WHEREAS, a Public Hearing was duly advertised in the official newspaper of the Town of Coeymans and held on December 22, 2022, at 6:00 pm at Town Hall; and

WHEREAS, all parties in attendance were granted the opportunity to speak on behalf and/or in opposition to the proposed 2023 sewer rate; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans determines the number of units to calculate the billing for operation, maintenance, and capital projects; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans has established a late payment of ten percent (10%) to be imposed on all balances (30) Days from the due date of the billing; and 

WHEREAS, each use is hereby charged as follows:

Per Unit Per Year- Four hundred eighty dollars and eighty five cents ($480.85)
January-June Payment- Two hundred forty dollars and forty three cents ($240.43)
July-December Payment- Two hundred forty dollars and forty two cents ($240.42)
Commercial- One (1) per use
Apartments- One (1) per Apartment
Out of District Users- per unit per year
Vacant Parcel-	Flat rate of one hundred dollars per year ($100.00)

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans does hereby authorize the Town Clerk to collect sewer rents for 2023, pursuant to the above established rates.

Seconded by Council member McHugh, offered for discussion and duly put to a vote, the results of which appear above.

Resolution # 186-22 Tax Agreement
	George D. McHugh
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Brandon L. LeFevre
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Linda S. Bruno
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Marisa J. Tutay
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Stephen J. Schmitt
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Total
	5
	
	5
	
	




I, Council member McHugh  offer the following resolution and move its adoption:
WHEREAS, the Town of Coeymans is desirous of entering into an agreement with Greene County Commercial Bank to accept payments from the Town of Coeymans Taxpayers beginning the designated tax collection period of January 1st, 2023 to march 31st, 2023

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans does hereby authorize Town Clerk, Candace McHugh to enter into a Tax Collection Agreement with the Greene County Commercial Bank which will become effective January1st, 2023 to March 31st, 2023
	
Seconded by Council member Bruno, offered for discussion and duly put to a vote, the results of which appear above.

Resolution # 187-22 Appoint Part Time Floater
	
	Present
	Absent
	Aye
	Nay
	Abstain

	George D. McHugh
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Brandon L. LeFevre
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Linda S. Bruno
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Marisa J. Tutay
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Stephen J. Schmitt
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Total
	5
	
	5
	
	



I, Council member Bruno  offer the following resolution and move its adoption:

WHEREAS, the Town of Coeymans is desirous of hiring a part-time Floater Clerk to assist in various departments as needed; and
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans does hereby appoint Catherine Burgess as a part-time Clerk, at an hourly rate of $16.20, on an as-needed basis, effective immediately.

Seconded by Council member Schmitt, offered for discussion and duly put to a vote, the results of which appear above.



Resolution # 188-22 Execute Lease Agreement
	
	Present
	Absent
	Aye
	Nay
	Abstain

	George D. McHugh
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Brandon L. LeFevre
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Linda S. Bruno
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Marisa J. Tutay
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Stephen J. Schmitt
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Total
	
	
	
	
	



I, Council member Schmitt  offer the following resolution and move its adoption:

WHEREAS, the Town of Coeymans is desirous of renting temporary office space for the employees of the Building Department, Assessor’s Office, and the Supervisor’s Office; and 

WHEREAS, adequate, temporary space is available at the property owned by RMN Properties, LLC at 54 Mountain Road Extension;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans does hereby authorize Supervisor George D. McHugh to execute a lease agreement with RMN Properties, LLC for the leasing of temporary office space, effective January 1, 2023.

Seconded by Council member Tutay, offered for discussion and duly put to a vote, the results of which appear above.

Resolution # 189-22 December Abstract

	
	Present
	Absent
	Aye
	Nay
	Abstain

	George D. McHugh
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Brandon L. LeFevre
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Linda S. Bruno
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Marisa J. Tutay
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Stephen J. Schmitt
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Total
	5
	
	5
	
	


I, Council member Tutay  offer the following resolution and move its adoption:
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board has approved the payment of bills as presented in the Abstract for December 2022, as follows:
PRE-PAID VOUCHERS –22-01821 to 22-01881, 22-01886 to 22-01915 and P22-078 to P22-083 from the following funds: 
	General 
	$ 288,126.79

	Part Town 
	$ 240,749.96

	Highway – Town Wide
	$ 0

	Highway – Part Town
	$ 105,372.12

	Sewer 
	$ 50,151.15

	Trust & Agency
	$ 175,517.11

	H-
	$ 333,003.74

	Payroll Deductions
	$ 2,350.58



VOUCHER NUMBERS –22-01916 to 22-02027 from the following funds:
	General 
	$ 198,440.13

	Part Town 
	$ 6,714.06

	Highway -Town Wide
	$ 6,858.58

	Highway – Part Town
	$ 21,197.09

	Sewer 
	$ 43,233.09

	Trust & Agency
	$ 1,320.00

	HF
	$ 3,750.18

	HN
	$ 34,000.00


	
TOTAL FOR ALL FUNDS – $ 1,510,784.58
Seconded by Council member LeFevre, offered for discussion and duly put to a vote, the results of which appear above.

Resolution # 190-22 Authorize Public Hearing
	
	Present
	Absent
	Aye
	Nay
	Abstain

	George D. McHugh
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Brandon L. LeFevre
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Linda S. Bruno
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Marisa J. Tutay
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Steven Schmidt
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Total
	5
	
	5
	
	



I, Council member LeFevre offer the following resolution and move its adoption:

WHEREAS the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans has introduced proposed a Local Law to amend Section 165 of the Town Code, defining the term “Truck Terminal”, and adding the term “Fuel Storage Terminal”, together with its definition and allowable zoning districts, and

WHEREAS the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans hereby declares itself Lead Agency pursuant the NYS Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) to review for potential adverse environmental impacts that may result from adoption of such proposed local law, and

WHEREAS the proposed adoption of this local law is a Type I action pursuant to SEQRA 6 N.Y.R.R. § 617.5(c)(36) and therefore subject to further review under SEQRA Part 617. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans does hereby authorize the Town Supervisor to forward the proposed Local Law to the Albany County Planning Board for its review; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a public hearing upon such proposed Local Law shall be held on January 12, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. at Coeymans Town Hall, 18 Russell Ave., Ravena, NY 12143, and the Town Clerk shall publish Notice of the Public Hearing with a summary thereof in the official newspaper at least five (5) days in advance of the Public Hearing.

Seconded by Council member McHugh, offered for discussion and duly put to a vote, the results of which appear above.	
Discussion: Supervisor McHugh read the definitions being proposed in the local law.



Public Comment:  
 Barbra Tanner Lives on Ridge Road: Mrs. Tanner asked which departments are moving and clarification on where meetings will be. Supervisor McHugh stated we are trying to make sure the downstairs area of 18 Russell is no longer occupied but meetings will still take place upstairs.  She also inquired about the cost which is two thousand a month plus utilities.
	
Motion to Adjourn was made by Council member Schmitt and Seconded by Council member LeFevre- APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – ABSENT 0 – SO MOVED


Respectfully Submitted,			 


___________________________
Candace McHugh, Town Clerk 
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