MINUTES BOOK**TOWN OF COEYMANS
August 25, 2022 – Town Board Meeting – 6:00pm
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]A Town Board Meeting was held Thursday August 25, 2022 at 6:00pm at Town Hall, 18 Russell Avenue, Ravena, New York 

PRESENT:		George D. McHugh, Supervisor 
			Brandon L. LeFevre, Council Member
			Linda S. Bruno, Council Member
Marisa Tutay, Council Member 
			Stephen J. Schmitt, Council Member

Absent:	


ALSO PRESENT: 	Candace McHugh, Town Clerk 
James Peluso, Town Attorney
Jason Chmielewski, Building Department
			Daniel Baker, Superintendent of Highways
			Tyler Searles, Chief Sewer Plant Operator
			
					 

Supervisor McHugh called the meeting order and led the audience in the Pledge. Council member Bruno led the audience in prayer. Supervisor McHugh asked that the record reflect that all members were present.

Announcements: 

-RiverFest 2022 will be Saturday September 10, 2022.  The festival will be abbreviated due to construction at Coeymans landing.
-Uchenna Uba was presented with a plaque for her outstanding athletic achievements this past year in shot put and discus, placing 1st in the state competition for discus and 7th for shot put.
- A Sausage & Pepper dinner will be available August 30, 2022- all proceeds will go toward Riverfest.
-Operation Recognition is a program that presents veterans that left high school early to serve our country High School Diplomas. Please reach out to Lisa Foronda Schmitt if you have questions or know a person that can participate.


Motion to Approve Minutes
Minutes were approved for the following Town Board meetings:
July 14, 2022
July 28, 2022
Council member Tutay made a motion to accept the minutes and Council member LeFevre seconded the motion
APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – ABSENT 0– ABSTAIN 0- SO MOVED

Supervisor Report
 
Supervisor McHugh read the July 2022 Supervisor’s Report.

Motion to Accept Report
Council member Bruno made a motion to accept the report as read, seconded by Council member Schmitt.   APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – ABSENT 0 – SO MOVED


Department Reports

Town Clerk Report – July 2022 Report read by Candace McHugh

Motion to Accept Report
Council member McHugh made a motion to accept the report as read, seconded by Council member LeFevre.    APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – ABSENT 0 – SO MOVED

Police Department Report – July 2022 Report read by Supervisor McHugh

Motion to Accept Report
Council member Schmitt made a motion to accept the report as read, seconded by Council member Tutay.     APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – ABSENT 0 – SO MOVED

Building Department – July 2022 Report read by Jason Chmielewski

Motion to Accept Report
Council member McHugh made a motion to accept the report as read, seconded by Council member Bruno.     APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – ABSENT 5 – SO MOVED

Planning/Zoning Board Report - July 2022 report read by Jason Chmielewski.

Motion to Accept Report
Council member Tutay made a motion to accept the report as read, seconded by Council member leFevre.     APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – ABSENT – SO MOVED

Sewer Department Report – July 2022, Sewer Department Report read by Tyler Searles
	
Motion to Accept Report- 
Council member LeFevre made a motion to accept the report as read, seconded by Council member McHugh.     APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – ABSENT – SO MOVED

Highway Department Report – August 2022 Report read by Daniel Baker

Motion to Accept Report
Council member Bruno made a motion to accept the report as read, seconded by Council member Schmitt.     
APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – ABSENT 0 – SO MOVED


Old Business:
Coeymans landing Park Project – Supervisor McHugh stated it is going well.  The Construction company will cleanup the area to make it stable for Riverfest.  Superintendent Baker remined that eventually the parking on Second street and Westerlo will be unavailable while construction is done in that area.
Broadband Expansion - Everyone on Bushendorf and Starr should be hooked up by October 1, 2022.  Council member Tutay brought to the boards attention there is an area just passed her home that currently does not have coverage.
Open Development Request - Some of the board members visited the site and did a walk through. Mr. Gihlcrest gave an overview of what has been done so far and gave the board some examples of a similar situation in Goshen. The board asked to see the proposed road maintenance agreement again for review and hope to come to a decision during the next meeting on September 8, 2022.
New Business: 
Town Hall Mold Testing – There have been complaints of a mold smell and water entering the building.  Supervisor McHugh reached out to 3 companies and received 2 quotes from Alpine and Ambient.  
Supervisor McHugh made a motion to go forward with Alpine for mold testing which was seconded council member Bruno, all were in favor.


Resolutions

Resolution # 144-22 Authorization of JCAP Grant Execution 
	
	Present
	Absent
	Aye
	Nay
	Abstain

	George D. McHugh
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Brandon L. LeFevre
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Linda S. Bruno
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Marisa J. Tutay
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Stephen J. Schmitt
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Total
	5
	
	5
	
	



I, Council member Tutay  offer the following resolution and move its adoption:
WHEREAS, The Town Court is requesting authorization from the Town Board to apply for funding from the Justice Court Assistance Program during the upcoming 2023-2024 grant cycle. 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that The Board of the Town of Coeymans authorizes the Town of Coeymans Town Court to apply for a JCAP grant in the 2023-2024 grant cycle up to $30,000.00. 
Seconded by Council member LeFevre, offered for discussion and duly put to a vote, the results of which appear above.

Resolution # 145-22 Authorization of ASCO Agreement 
	
	Present
	Absent
	Aye
	Nay
	Abstain

	George D. McHugh
	☒	☐	☐	☐	☒
	Brandon L. LeFevre
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Linda S. Bruno
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Marisa J. Tutay
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Stephen J. Schmitt
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Total
	5
	
	4
	
	1



I, Council member LeFevre  offer the following resolution and move its adoption:
WHEREAS, the Town of Coeymans Police Department must be able to perform Field Training for new hires as mandated by the Department of Criminal Justice Services. 
WHEREAS, currently there are insufficiently trained staff within the Department to efficiently train new hires to the New York State standards in a timely manner.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans does hereby authorize the Deputy Town Supervisor to enter into an agreement with the Albany County Sheriff’s Office to provide up to 75% of the required hours of Field Training required for both new hires and for Police Officers to law enforcement duties as required by the NYS Department of Criminal Justice Services without cost. 
Seconded by Council member Bruno, offered for discussion and duly put to a vote, the results of which appear above.

 Resolution # 146-22 Authorize Execution of CodeRed Agreement 
	
	Present
	Absent
	Aye
	Nay
	Abstain

	George D. McHugh
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Brandon L. LeFevre
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Linda S. Bruno
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Marisa J. Tutay
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Stephen J. Schmitt
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Total
	5
	
	5
	
	



I, Council member Bruno  offer the following resolution and move its adoption:
WHEREAS, The Town of Coeymans is desirous of entering into an agreement with Onsolve for the use of a CodeRED system; and
WHEREAS,	Onsolve has submitted a quote for CodeRed services which would provide various ways to contact the community in the case of emergencies and special notices; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of Coeymans does hereby authorize Supervisor George D. McHugh to enter into a three-year agreement with Onsolve for CodeRed critical communication at a rate of $4,845.00 per year.
Seconded by Council member McHugh, offered for discussion and duly put to a vote, the results of which appear above.

Resolution # 147-22 Execute Park Bathrooms Bid
	
	Present
	Absent
	Aye
	Nay
	Abstain

	George D. McHugh
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Brandon L. LeFevre
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Linda S. Bruno
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Marisa J. Tutay
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Stephen J. Schmitt
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Total
	5
	
	5
	
	



I, Council member Schmitt  offer the following resolution and move its adoption:
[bookmark: _Hlk98487555]RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ADVERTISEMENT OF SEALED BIDS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF PUBLIC RESTROOMS AT COEYMANS LANDING AND JORALEMON PARK 

WHEREAS, The Town Board of the Town of Coeymans seeks to receive sealed bids in accordance with General Municipal Law § 103 to construct public restroom facilities at Coeymans Landing and Joralemon Park. Each restroom will be approximately 543 square feet in size and will not be a conditioned space. The Coeymans Landing site already has existing utility services that will be extended to the new building. The Joralemon Park site has an existing septic system and well previously permitted and constructed and will be utilized as part of the new building. The total ground disturbance associated with both projects is less than one (1) acre; and

WHEREAS, the Town’s engineering consultant M.J. Engineering and Land Surveying, P.C. has prepared plans and specifications for the project that are ready to advertise for public bidding; and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans hereby authorizes and direct the Town Clerk with the assistance of the Town’s Engineers to advertise for sealed bids for the construction of public restroom at Coeymans Landing and Joralemon Park at a date and time to be noticed in accordance with General Municipal Law § 103 with a bid opening at the Town Hall, 18 Russell Ave, Ravena, NY 12143, at which response bids shall be publicly opened and read aloud. The Town reserves the right to waive any informalities in the bid and to reject, in whole or in part, any or all bids.
 
Seconded by Council member Tutay, offered for discussion and duly put to a vote, the results of which appear above.

Discussion: In the early 2000’s a grant was received to install septic out a Joralemon and that has been the only movement on this up to this point.






Resolution # 148-22 Authorizing Type II SEQRA

	
	Present
	Absent
	Aye
	Nay
	Abstain

	George D. McHugh
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Stephen J. Schmitt
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Marisa J. Tutay
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Brandon L. LeFevre
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Linda S. Bruno
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Total
	5
	
	5
	
	



I, Council member Tutay  offer the following resolution and move its adoption:

RESOLUTION CLASSIFYING COEYMANS LANDING AND JORALEMON PARK RESTROOM PROJECT AS A TYPE II ACTION UNDER SEQRA

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans intends to construct public restrooms at Coeymans Landing and Joralemon Park. Each restroom will be approximately 543 square feet in size and will not be a conditioned space. The Coeymans Landing site already has existing utility services that will be extended to the new building. The Joralemon Park site has an existing septic system and well previously permitted and constructed and will be utilized as part of the new building. The total ground disturbance associated with both projects is less than one (1) acre; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), 6 NYCRR Part 617.6(a), an agency proposing to undertake an action must determine whether the action is subject to the requirements of SEQRA; and

WHEREAS, under SEQRA 6 NYCRR Part 617.5(b)(9) the construction or expansion of a primary or accessory/appurtenant, non-residential structure or facility involving less than 4,000 square feet of gross floor area and not involving a change in zoning or a use variance and consistent with local land use controls is a Type II action that is not subject to review under SEQRA.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans hereby determines that the project to construct public restrooms at Coeymans Landing and Joralemon Park constitutes a Type II action pursuant to the State Environmental Quality Review Act, 6 NYCRR Part 617, and, therefore, no additional environmental review is required.

Seconded by Council member LeFevre, offered for discussion and duly put to a vote, the results of which appear above.

Resolution # 149-22 Authorization of MJ Proposal
	
	Present
	Absent
	Aye
	Nay
	Abstain

	George D. McHugh
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Brandon L. LeFevre
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Linda S. Bruno
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Marisa J. Tutay
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Stephen J. Schmitt
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Total
	5
	
	5
	
	



I, Council member LeFevre  offer the following resolution and move its adoption:
WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans is desirous of creating a master plan for Sanitary Sewer Improvements and technical materials for NYSEFC Water Infrastructure Improvement Grant application; and
WHEREAS, M.J. Engineering and Land Surveying P.C. has provided a proposal for architectural and Engineering Services for the Sanitary Sewer Master Plan in the amount of $3,500.00.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans does hereby authorize Supervisor George D. McHugh to sign the proposal for Architectural and Engineering Services provided by M.J. Engineering and Land Surveying, P.C.
Seconded by Council member McHugh, offered for discussion and duly put to a vote, the results of which appear above.
Discussion: This would be the first of several grant that will be needed to replace all the infrastructure stated Supervisor McHugh.

Resolution # 150-22 August 2022 Abstract
	
	Present
	Absent
	Aye
	Nay
	Abstain

	George D. McHugh
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Brandon L. LeFevre
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Linda S. Bruno
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Marisa J. Tutay
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Stephen J. Schmitt
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Total
	5
	
	5
	
	



I, Council member McHugh  offer the following resolution and move its adoption:
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board has approved the payment of bills as presented in the Abstract for August 2022, as follows:
PRE-PAID VOUCHERS –22-01147 to 22-01172, 22-01177 to 22-01211, 22-01216 to 22-01232 and P22-049 to P22-060from the following funds: 
	General 
	$ 131,751.52

	Part Town 
	$ 429,953.90

	Highway – Town Wide
	$ 19,011.21

	Highway – Part Town
	$ 46,367.50

	Sewer 
	$ 18,148.01

	Trust & Agency
	$ 38,321.25

	H-39 Capital Projects
	$ 338,675.00

	Payroll Deductions
	$ 4,674.45

	
	



VOUCHER NUMBERS –22-01233 to 22-01308 from the following funds:
	General 
	$ 193,927.05

	Part Town 
	$ 147.84

	Highway -Town Wide
	$ 4,101.76

	Highway – Part Town
	$ 8,974.36

	Sewer 
	$ 9,454.88


	
TOTAL FOR ALL FUNDS – $ 1,243,508.73
Seconded by Council member Bruno, offered for discussion and duly put to a vote, the results of which appear above.

Resolution # 151-22 Authorize Hiring of Part Time Clerk
	
	Present
	Absent
	Aye
	Nay
	Abstain

	George D. McHugh
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Brandon L. LeFevre
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Linda S. Bruno
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Marisa J. Tutay
	☒	☐	☐	☐	☒
	Stephen J. Schmitt
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Total
	5
	
	4
	
	1



I, Council member Bruno  offer the following resolution and move its adoption:
WHEREAS, the Town of Coeymans is desirous of hiring a part-time Floater Clerk to assist in various departments as needed; and
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans does hereby appoint Melissa Saccoccie as a part-time Clerk, at an hourly rate of $16.20, on an as-needed basis, effective immediately.
Seconded by Council member Schmitt, offered for discussion and duly put to a vote, the results of which appear above.

Resolution # 152-22 Appoint Part Time Police Officer
	
	Present
	Absent
	Aye
	Nay
	Abstain

	George D. McHugh
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Brandon L. LeFevre
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Linda S. Bruno
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Marisa J. Tutay
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Stephen J. Schmitt
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Total
	5
	
	5
	
	



I, Council member Schmitt  offer the following resolution and move its adoption:
WHEREAS, The Town of Coeymans Police Department has an existing vacancy for a part time Officer due to the recent retirement of Officer Robert Griffith 
WHEREAS,	A suitable candidate who possesses more than 18 years of police experience has been identified and a successful background investigation has been completed with positive results and recommendations made to the Chief of Police.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of Coeymans does hereby appoint Jeffrey LaChappelle to the position of Part Time Police Officer for the Town of Coeymans Police Department at a starting hourly rate of $32.10 per hour. 
Seconded by Council member Tutay, offered for discussion and duly put to a vote, the results of which appear above.

Resolution # 153-22 Accept Resignation in Highway Department
	
	Present
	Absent
	Aye
	Nay
	Abstain

	George D. McHugh
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Brandon L. LeFevre
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Linda S. Bruno
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Marisa J. Tutay
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Stephen J. Schmitt
	☒	☐	☒	☐	☐
	Total
	5
	
	5
	
	




I, Council member Tutay  offer the following resolution and move its adoption:
WHEREAS, a written letter of resignation was received by the Town of Coeymans on August 24, 2022 from Highway Department laborer Sean Dwyer; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans does hereby accept the resignation of Highway Department Laborer Sean Dwyer effective September 8, 2022.
	
Seconded by Council member LeFevre, offered for discussion and duly put to a vote, the results of which appear above.


Public Comment:  	
-Cindy Rowzee, Village of Ravena resident shared some of the feedback she has received about the new town hall proposal. She stated many agree that this town hall doesn’t work and a new one is needed but would like the opportunity to vote on it. Supervisor McHugh asked why people didn’t come say that during the process.  Many people thought this wasn’t a great time to build due to rising costs. Mrs. Rowzee also stated many people would like to see an old building reused.  She asked that the board share information on this project as it progresses.
-Ken Burns, Coeymans Hollow resident and former board member states he has gotten many questions even though he isn’t on the board any longer.  He asked if we had the funds for the new building. Supervisor McHugh explained the funds we have coming in are enough to cover the bond payment without affecting the taxes. Mr. Burns said he feels like the current building isn’t very professional either. Mr. Burns asked if money was taken from the riverfront project and used out at Joralemon. Supervisor McHugh said no that isn’t possible. EFC doesn’t give us the money ahead of time, the town receives a bill from the contractor and then the town sends an invoice to EFC. Mr. Burns final question was about the purchase of a desk in the supervisor’s office, why was it purchased.  Supervisor McHugh stated the old desk was made of particle board and falling apart and he requested a solid wood desk to last much longer than the previous desk. Council member Bruno also informed us there is a lifetime guarantee of the new desk as well.
-Council member Tutay stated she was bothered by the comments made in an article insinuating the board doesn’t listen to the people. Council member Tutay wanted to let the public know she wants to hear what people have to say.  She can only make decisions if people talk to the board members. She would like for more people to reach out and share their views.
-Council member LeFevre stopped by the library and met the new librarian and encourages community members to stop in and meet her.


Motion to Adjourn was made by Council member LeFevre and Seconded by Council member Tutay- APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – ABSENT 0 – SO MOVED

Meeting Adjourned 

Respectfully Submitted,			 


___________________________
Candace McHugh, Town Clerk 
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