
MINUTES BOOK**TOWN OFCOEYMANS
February 24, 2022 – Town Board Meeting – 6:00pm

ATownBoard Meeting washeld Thursday February 24, 2022 at6:00pm atTown Hall, 18
Russell Avenue, Ravena, NewYork

PRESENT:  George D. McHugh, Supervisor
Daniel D. Baker, Council Member
Brandon L. LeFevre, Council Member
Marisa Tutay, Council Member
LindaS. Bruno, Council member

ALSO PRESENT:  Candace McHugh, Town Clerk
Tyler Searles, Sewer Plant
JasonChmielewski, Building Department

Supervisor McHugh called themeeting orderand ledtheaudience inthePledge. Council
Member Bruno ledtheaudience inprayer.  
Announcements:  
COVID Update
Albany County numbers areasfollows:  

57newinfections since yesterday, thecounty’sseven-dayaverage ofnewdaily positive cases
isnowdown to54.8

Seven dayaverage isdownto15.0

3newCOVID hospitalizations since yesterday andcurrently atotalof28admitted, 4ofthose
patients areintheICU.  

According totheschool COVID report card, RCSCentral School District has428positive
cases. This total includes teachers, staff, andstudents.  

ththFebruary 12 and13, RCSScience Olympiad took theirKnowledge totheRegional Science
Olympiad Competition atGoffMiddle School. Theywereupagainst 9teams throughout the
region, competing anddisplaying theirskills setinunderstanding theprinciples ofscience,  

ththththrdtechnology, engineering, andmath. Thegroupof6, 7, 8, and9 grade students placed 3
overall, taking home16medals in23different events.  

Inthe2021-2022FirstTechChallenge Season, Ravena Robotics team #14281 competed intwo
competitions. ThisChallenge requires teams tobuildandtestarobot thatcancomplete taskson
theplaying field. Thefirstcompetition atBroadalbin-Perth HighSchool, thestudents nevergave
up, andwont twomatched, butdidnotreach theregional round. They then traveled toClarkson
University fortheir lastchance ofgoing totheregional competition. Theteamwasselected by
the #1team, Enderbots, tocompete intheplayoff rounds ofthecompetition. Theywereableto
winthefirst round andmove ontothefinals! Ravena Robotics willnowtravel toUtica toattend

ththeregional championship onMarch 6.  
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Ifyouareinterested insupporting theFirstTech Challenge team, please contact Jared Bevington
atjbevington@rcscsd. orgorKathryn Rossiatkrossi@rcscsd.org

Wewould liketorecognize theRCS “TopTen” students fortheClassof2022. These students
earned thishonor based ontheiroverall GPAduring thepast4academic years.  

Congratulations totheClass of2022TopTen!  

1. Mollie McFerran- Valedictorian
2. Madeline Dewsbury- Salutatorian
3. Kathrine Pagnotta
4. Uchenna Uba
5. Sofia Orsino
6. Cianna Williams
7. Izaak King
8. Julianna Torangeau
9. Abigail Mercer
10. Aidan White

Supervisor McHugh reminded thecommunity wehaveanopportunity togetabusfromAlbany
County tobring residents outtotheWinterfest atLawson lake. Reservations mustbemade.  

Supervisor McHugh reminded people that theTownofCoeymans codes states anything over3
inches isdeemed asnowemergency andcarsshould notbeparked onthestreets.  

Motion toApprove Minutes

Minutes wereapproved forthefollowing meetings:  

January 13, 2022
January 27, 2022

Council member Tutaymadeamotion toaccept theminutes andCouncil member Baker
seconded themotion
APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 4 – NAYS 0 – ABSENT 1– SOMOVED

Supervisor Report

Supervisor McHugh read theJanuary 2022 Supervisor’sReport.  

Motion toAccept Report
Council member Baker madeamotion toaccept thereport asread, seconded byCouncil member
Bruno. APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – ABSENT 0 – SOMOVED
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Department Reports

Town Clerk Report – January 2022Report readbyTown Clerk Candace McHugh

Motion toAccept Report
Council member McHugh madeamotion toaccept thereport asread, seconded byCouncil
member LeFevre.     APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS  – ABSENT 0– SOMOVED

Police Department Report – January 2022Report readbySupervisor McHugh

Motion toAccept Report
Council member McHugh madeamotion toaccept thereport asread, seconded byCouncil
member Tutay.     APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – ABSENT – SOMOVED

Building Department – January 2022Report readbyJason Chmielewski

Motion toAccept Report
Council member Baker madeamotion toaccept thereport asread, seconded byCouncil member
LeFevre.     APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – ABSENT 0 – SOMOVED

Sewer Department Report – December 2021 Sewer Department Report readbyTyler Searles
edited), January 2022 report readbyMr. Searles aswell.  

Motion toAccept Report
Council member Bruno madeamotion toaccept thereport January 2022as read, seconded by
Council member Tutay
APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – ABSENT 0 – SOMOVED

stCouncil member Baker mentioned thepeople of1 streetwerevery thankful ofthespeedy
service provided bythesewer Department during therecent break. Heasked iftherewereany
other issues inthevicinity. Tyler Searles said thecompany thatCarver contracted outshould be

ndemailing areport totheSupervisor ofthesewer lines theytookvideoof.  There isaholeon2
ststreet and thelineon1 street hasasizeable crack. Itwillberedone sincethecamera calibration

isoff; theTown hasasubscription tothisservice tohave thisdone.  

OpenDevelopment AreaApproval: Supervisor McHugh offered thefloor toMr. Gihlcrest and
hisclientsothey didn’thavetostay longer than necessary. Thisispertaining totheOpen
Development area Approval innewbusiness. Mrs. Christina DiPierro andMr. KenFagan own
property at65Foxstreet. They have proposed subdividing 3residential lots3acres insize. The
general layout wasgiven totheboard forviewing. It isdifficult togettotheproposed sub
divided properties soanaccess driveway isbeing proposed.  Theowners areproposing itasa
shared private drive, theapproximate length being 500feet. Mr. Gihlcrest said theapplicants will
becomplying withemergency service requirements. Thereason forapproaching theTown board
asopposed tothePlanning Board isbecause there isarequirement under theNYSTown Law
thataddresses the issuance of abuilding permit (section 280-a) and thelotsneedtohave
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adequate access of15feetonanimproved public roadifnotitneeds tobereviewed bytheTown
Board tocreate anOpen Development Area. Thedrive leading back tothesubdivide properties
would stillbeintheproperties owners name butthe lotswould come withaneasement.  There
should alsobeaprivate roadmaintenance agreement withall theproperty owners. Supervisor
McHugh asked iftherewasenough landtomake itapublic road.  Mr. Gihlcrest said there isbut
thentheroadway would goright through themiddle ofhisclient’sproperty. Council Member
Baker questioned theamount ofroom wondering ifitwould betootight. Mr. Gihlcrest believes
itwould betight ifitwasapublic roadbymaking itaprivate road.  Thespec requirements
would befortheplanning board toreview. Some municipalities havedifferent specifications for
public vs. private roads, Mr. Gihlcrest wasn’tsureifourTown hadthese different specifications.   
TheSupervisor asked whowould enforce themaintenance agreement.  Itwould betheproperty
owner’sresponsibility. Themaintenance agreement goeswith thedeednottheperson incaseof
sale. Council member LeFevre asked ifitwaspossible foraroadtobeaseparate parcel.  Mr.  
Gihlcrest explained sometimes roads arepresented astheirownlotbutitistransferred tothe
Town. Council member Baker asked whyyouwouldn’twant tomake itatownroadandhas this
been seenanywhere else.  Mr. Gihlcrest’sclient would rather haveaprivate roadway soaccess is
limited apublic roadway isopen toanyone. Theeasement willberecorded forthenew
properties and thecurrent lot, theirs being thesubservient landthenewproperties being the
dominant.  Supervisor clarified that thenextstepbeing theboard sends itback tothePlanning
Board forrecommendations. Supervisor McHugh madeamotion tosend this issue tothe
planning board fortheir review andrecommendation, seconded byCouncil member Tutay, all
were infavor.  
Motion toAccept Report
Supervisor McHugh madeamotion tosendthis issuetotheplanning board fortheir review and
recommendation, seconded byCouncil member Tutay
APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – ABSENT 0 – SOMOVED

OldBusiness:  

Sewer/Water Expansion: ameeting washeldwith thestakeholders, theyaremoving forward
with theboundaries. Potentially therewillsomething tolookatinMarch.  

Coeymans Landing ParkUpgrades: Resolution tonight willapprove theproject forbid

ParkLavatory Facilites: aproposal isexpected bythenextmeeting.  

Joralemon Park: Playground equipment isinandwillbeinstalled earlyspring.  

Broadband Expansion: Meetings wereheldtodetermine thelocations andcost. Starr roadtojust
shyofNorth Lane andallofBushendorf down toaddress 250which iswhere Verizon picksup
aretheareas thatwillbecovered.  

Proposed LocalLaw #2-2-22: Public hearing washeldandclosed.  

NewBusiness:  
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Town Hall & Substation Repairs: thestairs toTown Hallneed tobepatched, estimates willbe
reviewed. Theprevious board opted torepair rather thanreplace duetocost. TheSheriff
Substation furnace went.  TheTown wasaware thatiswasonitslastlegs. Quotes arecoming in
tohave thisrepaired. TheSupervisor would liketogotonatural gasrather that theoil thatis
currently there.  

Sewer StudyGrant: Nicole Ambrosio spoke aboutoursewer planning grantwehave. 2
resolutions havealready beendone inthisprocess. Atthistimeweareworking onthestudy
which needs tobeinJune. Anegative seeker will needtobedone. Thiswillbecoordinated with
Carrie atMJEngineering. MJwill complete thepaperwork butcostswilldetermine which forms
areneeded. Nicole discussed thebroadband expansion. Most grants sheranacross theTown
don’tfitthespecs. Supervisor McHugh said they should justcontinue astheyhavebycontacting
theproviders andworking with them. Nicole spokeofother grantopportunities andgavealistto
theboard forreview andguidance.  

FoodForThought Seasonal Laborers: itistimetoadvertise forseasonal jobs
Motion toAdvertise
Supervisor McHugh madeamotion toadvertise for these positions, seconded byCouncil
member Lefevre
APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – ABSENT 0 – SOMOVED

Resolutions:  

Resolution # 62-22Adoption ofProposed LocalLaw #2-2-22

Present Absent Aye Nay Abstain

George D. McHugh

Daniel D. Baker

Brandon L. LeFevre

LindaS. Bruno

Marisa J. Tutay

Total 5 5

I, Council member Tutay offer thefollowing resolution andmove itsadoption:  
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WHEREAS, theTown Board oftheTown ofCoeymans hasintroduced proposed Local Law
No. 2oftheYear2022 tochange thetermofofficeoftheTown Supervisor fromtwoyears to
fouryears commencing January 1, 2024 pursuant totheSection 10(1)(ii)(a) andSection 23(2)(e)  
oftheMunicipal HomeRuleLawoftheStateofNewYork;   

WHEREAS, TheTown Board believes an extended termwould bring greater continuity tothe
office andthat theextended termisinthepublic’sbest interest; and

WHEREAS, theTown Board duly noticed andheldapublic hearing ontheproposed local law
onFebruary 10, 2022; and

WHEREAS, theenactment ofthis local lawisaTypeIIaction pursuant totheNewYorkState
Environmental Quality Review Act, 6, N.Y.C.R.R. 617.5asitinvolves agency administration,  
management andlegislative decision making thatdoesnotaffect theenvironment orcommit the
Town toafuture decision onaproject, andtherefore isexempt fromenvironmental review; and

NOW, THEREFORE BEITRESOLVED that theTown Board hereby approves andadopts
Local Law No. 2of2022ofthe TownofCoeymans tochange thetermofofficeoftheTown
Supervisor fromtwoyears tofouryears pursuant toMunicipal Home RuleLaw § 10(1)(ii)(a)  
commencing asofthefirstdayofJanuary 2024, andshallapply totheperson elected tosuch
officeatthetownelection tobeheldonNovember 7, 2023andthose elected thereafter; and

BEITFURTHER RESOLVED that Local LawNo. 2of2022 isadopted subject toa
mandatory referendum pursuant toNewYork Municipal Home RuleLaw § 23(2)(e) andshallbe
submitted forapproval ofthequalified voters oftheTownofCoeymans atthetown election to
beheldonNovember 8, 2022atwhich aproposition inthefollowing formshallbeincluded on
theballot atsuchtown election, andthefouryear termofoffice shallnottakeeffect unless such
proposition isapproved byamajority voteofthequalified voters voting thereon:  

ShallTownofCoeymans LocalLawNo. 2, 2022 entitled ‘ALocal LawChanging the
TermofOffice ofTown Supervisor fromTwotoFourYears, FortheTerm Commencing
January 1, 2024,’ beapproved?”  

Seconded byCouncil member Baker, offered fordiscussion anddulyputtoavote, theresults of
which appear above.  

Discussion: Supervisor McHugh stated that thiswillbegoing tothevoters andhasnothing todo
withhisterm, future terms. Council Member LeFevre mentioned thiswasatopiconthe
campaign trail.  

Resolution #63-22Identifying theSolicitation ofBids

Present Absent Aye Nay Abstain

George D. McHugh
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Daniel D. Baker

Brandon L. LeFevre

LindaS. Bruno

Marisa J. Tutay

Total 5 5

I, Council member Baker offer thefollowing resolution andmove itsadoption:  

RESOLUTION IDENTIFYING THESOLICITATION OFBIDS FOR
COEYMANS LANDING RIVERFRONT PARK PROJECT

WHEREAS, theTown Board oftheTownofTownofCoeymans seeks toreceive sealed bidsin
accordance withSection 103ofthe General Municipal LawfortheCoeymans Landing
Riverfront ParkProject; and

WHEREAS, theWork isgenerally described as: sitemodifications including reconstruction of
asphalt roadways andparking areaswithgranite curb, concrete walkways, pavement striping,  
decorative fencing, stormwater improvements andgreen infrastructure, landscaping, andsite
lighting.  

NOW, THEREFORE BEITRESOLVED, that theTown Board oftheTownofCoeymans
hereby authorizes anddirects theTown Clerkwith theassistance oftheTown’sEngineers to
advertise forsealed bidsfortheCoeymans Landing Riverfront Park Project pursuant tothe
specifications described intheproject manual (available atwww.mjels.com/bids orintheTown
Clerk’sOffice during regular business hours), atadate andtimetobenoticed inaccordance with
General Municipal Law § 103withabidopening attheTown Hall, 18Russell Ave, Ravena, NY
12143 atwhich responsive bidsshallbepublicly opened andreadaloud. TheTown reserves the
right towaive anyinformality inthebidandtoreject, inwhole orinpart, anyorallbids.  

Seconded byCouncil member McHugh, offered fordiscussion anddulyputtoavote, theresults
ofwhich appear above.  

Resolution #64-22Promotion ofSewer Plant Operator

Present Absent Aye Nay Abstain

George D. McHugh

Daniel D. Baker

Brandon L. LeFevre

LindaS. Bruno
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Marisa J. Tutay

Total 5 5

I, Council member McHugh offer thefollowing resolution andmove itsadoption:   

WHEREAS, Tyler Searles hasbeenaSewer Treatment PlanOperator Trainee sinceAugust 5,  
2019, and

WHEREAS, Mr. Searles hastakenandpassed theNYSDEC Certificate Examination for
Wastewater Treatment PlanOperator onFebruary 14, 2022,  

NOW, THEREFORE, BEITRESOLVED, that theTown Board oftheTownofCoeymans
hereby acknowledges thepassage oftherequired examination andincreases hishourly rateof
payto $25.29toreflect hischange intitletoSewer Treatment Plant Operator retroactive to
February 14, 2022.  

Seconded byCouncil member Bruno, offered fordiscussion anddulyputtoavote, theresultsof
which appear above.  

Resolution # 65-22Resignation ofPartTime Police Officer

Present Absent Aye Nay Abstain

George D. McHugh

Daniel D. Baker

Brandon L. LeFevre

LindaS. Bruno

Marisa J. Tutay

Total 5 5

I, Council member LeFevre offer thefollowing resolution andmove itsadoption:   

WHEREAS, onFebruary 14, 2022 Coeymans Police Officer Louis Romano submitted awritten
letterofresignation totheTownofCoeymans withaneffective dateofFebruary 14, 2022;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BEITRESOLVED, thattheTown Board oftheTownofCoeymans
doeshereby accept theresignation ofOfficer LouisRomano, effective February 14, 2022; and
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theTownofCoeymans sincerely thanks Officer Romano forhisservice anddedication toour
Community.  

Seconded byCouncil member Tutay, offered fordiscussion anddulyput toavote, theresults of
which appear above.  

Resolution # 66-22Rescinding ofOfficer Resignation

Present Absent Aye Nay Abstain

George D. McHugh

Daniel D. Baker

Brandon L. LeFevre

LindaS. Bruno

Marisa J. Tutay

Total 5 5

I, Council member Bruno offer thefollowing resolution andmove itsadoption:  

WHEREAS, Detective Edmund J. Seney Jrhassubmitted aletter dated February 22, 2022,  
requiring thathisresignation letter accepted onFebruary 10, 2022berescinded; and

WHEREAS, theTown BoardoftheTownofCoeymans isdesirous ofrescinding resolution
061-22,  which wasaccepting theresignation ofDetective Edmund J. SeneyJr. andpassed on
February 10, 2022,  

NOW, THEREFORE, BEITRESOLVED, thattheTown Board oftheTownofCoeymans
doeshereby rescind theresolution stated above

Seconded byCouncil member Tutay, offered fordiscussion anddulyputtoavote, theresults of
which appear above.  

Discussion: Council Member Bruno stated sheisgrateful heisback

Resolution # 67-22February Abstract ofClaims
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Present Absent Aye Nay Abstain

George D. McHugh

Daniel D. Baker

Brandon L. LeFevre

LindaS. Bruno

Marisa J. Tutay

Total 5 5

I, Council member Tutay offer thefollowing resolution andmove itsadoption:  

BEITRESOLVED, that theTown Board hasapproved thepayment ofbillsaspresented inthe
Abstract forFebruary 2022, asfollows:  

PRE-PAID VOUCHERS –21-01473, 21-01475, 22-00089-22-00177, fromthefollowing funds:   

General  $ 1,397,792.63

PartTown  $ 20,508.85

Highway - PartTown $ 56,509.62

Sewer  $ 45,164.25

Trust & Agency  $ 14,876.10

Payroll Deductions $ 3,806.99

VOUCHER NUMBERS –21-01476 to21-01478; 22-00178 to22-00230 from thefollowing
funds:  

General  $ 32,570.23

PartTown  $ 289.34

Highway -Town Wide $ 12,600.45

Highway – PartTown $ 3,491.31

Sewer  $ 10,431.80

TOTAL FORALLFUNDS – $ 1,598,041.57
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Seconded byCouncil member Baker, offered fordiscussion anddulyputtoavote, theresults of
which appear above.  

Public Comment: Barbara Tanner asked ifallthemeetings willbeat6pm. Supervisor McHugh
explained thiswaschanged attheorganizational meeting.  

Council Member Tutay commented ontheFood Distribution attheSchool. Shebelieves about
500-600families wereserved.  Shethanked thecommunity foralltheirefforts.  Shespoke with
thedirector andthedirector urged ustodothismoreoftenasweliveinahighneed area.  

Council Member Bruno noted that theAssociation ofTown waspresenting aresolution thatall
towns beabletoset theirownspeed limits.  

Motion toAdjourn toExecutive Session-   
APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – ABSENT – SOMOVED
Amotion toAdjourn toexecutive Session formatters leading totheemployment, appointment,  
promotion, demotion, suspension, discipline orremoval ofaparticular person made by
Supervisor McHugh andseconded byCouncil member Bruno, Allwere infavor.  

Executive Session adjourned at8:30p.m.  Motion wasmade byCouncil Member LeFevre and
Seconded byCouncil Member Tutay withallinfavor.  

Respectfully Submitted,      

Candace McHugh, TownClerk
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