
MINUTES BOOK**TOWN OFCOEYMANS
January 13, 2022 – Town Board Meeting – 6:00pm

ATown Board Meeting washeldThursday January 13, 2022 at6:00pm atTown Hall, 18
Russell Avenue, Ravena, NewYork

PRESENT:  George D. McHugh, Supervisor
Daniel D. Baker, Council Member
LindaS. Bruno, Council Member
Brandon L. LeFevre, Council Member
Marisa Tutay, Council Member

ALSO PRESENT:  Candace McHugh, Town Clerk

Supervisor McHugh called themeeting orderandledtheaudience inthePledge. Council
Member Bruno ledtheaudience inprayer. The Supervisor asked tolettherecord reflect thatall
members arepresent.    
Announcements:  

Supervisor McHugh reminded thepublic thatTown Hall isopenbyappointment onlyandhopes
toreopen inthenear future. Hegave thephone #number tomake anappointment.  

Albany COVID Numbers areasfollows:  

986New positive cases within theCounty since yesterday

Seven dayaverage fornewdaily positives is1,068.8

There were25newhospitalizations since yesterday andcurrently atotalof125admitted, 19of
those patients are intheICU.  

Wenowhave thehighest number ofcounty residents hospitalized with thevirussince February
4andwearenowtiedforthenumber ofindividuals inICU’sreported onJanuary 7oflastyear.  

Recently theTown received testkits fromAlbany County anddispersed them totheCoeymans
Hollow andCoeymans Firehouses forDistribution tothepublicasdidtheVillage.  

According totheSchool COVID report card theRCS Central School District hasatotalof275
positive cases. This total includes, teachers, staff, andstudents.  

Councilmember Baker added that theschool isalsohanding outtestkits. Council member Tutay
saidtoenter theschool lobby andtheofficewill takeyourname.  

TownHallwillbeclosed onJanuary 17, 2022 forMartin Luther King Day.  

There werenominutes toapprove
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OldBusiness:  

Supervisor McHugh started with Sewer/Water expansion feasibility Study donebyBarton &  
Loguidice. This issteponeinthepotential expansion forthenorth Coeymans Route 144
expansion whichwould include theindustrial areauptotheLafarge conveyor belt.  Alotof
these areas already havewater andsewer butthiswould encompass allofit. ThenextStep isto
startmoving forward withtheactual expansion ofthedistrict andputting itouttobid. The
Supervisor isworking with theVillage Attorney, Michael Biscone, Jason Ballard fromBarton &  
Loguidice andthe3primary property owners, Mr. Biers, Mr. Laraway andMr. Alegretta on
moving thisforward. Thehope here istogettheconstruction documents finished andready tobe
putouttobid. Supervisor McHugh asked foranyquestions- there werenone.  TheSupervisor
stated thegood news isthatwehaveplenty ofwater andsewer capacity soitisonlyamatter of
infrastructure.  

Coeymans Landing Park Upgrades: theSupervisor hadaconference callwithMJEngineering
andtheplans areat100%. There havebeensome changes since thelasttimeandthey lookgreat.  
Theyareonpartoputthisout tobidinmid-February withanaward andconstruction starting in
March/Aprilwithapotential enddateofLateJuly.  Healsotalked about thelavatory facilities.  
TheTown islooking toputinpermanent lavatory facilities atbothparks andhopes tostartwith
Joralemon sowedonotgetinthewaywith theGIGPworkatCoeymans Landing.  Bylate
summer thelavatory canbestarted once theGIGP related work isdone.  Supervisor McHugh is
meeting withMr. Laraway andLafarge inregards tothelavatories. Mr. Laraway andCarver
Companies havegraciously offered todothesiteworkatboth facilities withnocost tothetown.  
Lafarge hadoffered toprovide theconcrete forthestructures. Supervisor McHugh ismeeting
with themonJanuary14th 2022 togetthissettled andinwriting.  Council member Bruno asked
about thehighactivity atthelanding, howwewillhandle italong withthesummer concert
series. Supervisor Mchugh explained thatwearemaking theboating load/unload arealarger and
trying toworkaround Striper season. Thisshouldn’tbetoodisruptive forregular activity. There
willbesome inconvenience attheLanding buttheboard doesn’tthink itwillcreate toomuch of
anissue.  Council member Bruno expressed concern forthekidswho usetherecreation area
quiteregularly. Thesoccer field andbasketball courts willnotbeimpacted andtheplayground
areashouldn’tbedisturbed toomuch with theexception ofsome potential treeremoval. The
board isconsidering moving theconcert series outtoJoralemon Parkwhich mayhave bathrooms
constructed bythestartoftheseason.  Council member LeFevre expressed concerns with
lighting atJoralemon which mayhavetobeconsidered towards theendoftheseason.  

Supervisor McHugh made amotion tohaveaninformational public hearing for thepublic totake
thalookatthecurrent plansfor thelanding onJanuary 27, 2022, Seconded byMr. LeFevre. No

opposition. Supervisor McHugh explained thatthis isnotalegalpublic hearing buthewould like
topost itforthepublic onFacebook, webandboard.  

Broadband expansion:  Supervisor McHugh stated hehasmetwithMark Evans fromState
telephone.  Theplanwould betotakethefiberattheendofStarr road &143taking italltheway
down Starr rd, down Bushendorf, thentotheendofNorth Jarvis.  Theproject issoexpensive
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because thestretches ofuninhabited roadarequite expansive. Also, therearehigh tension lines
onBushendorf andweneedtogounderground inthatareawhich ismoredifficult because itis
rock.  Council member LeFevre asked ifweweregivenaquote forthedigging orcanweputout
abid.  Supervisor McHugh saidStateTelephone does itallbecause wewould havetousea
higher rateofpaybeingamunicipality than theywould.  StateTel iswilling tonegotiate the
percentage ofthebill thatwepayascompared tothem. There isnocharge tobring thefiber to
thehomes regardless ofthedriveway length. Supervisor McHugh passed theplans andnumbers
along tothecouncil members. McHugh doesn’tforesee another company coming intoextend
thefiber because itisnotcost effective.  IfweattheTowndon’tinitiate andpaythismaynever
getdone. Baker askedabout thetime lines, McHugh stated itcanhappen quickly. Council
member Tutay asked ifthere areotherareasofthetown thatdonothavebroadband.  Mid
Hudson, StateTel, Spectrum covers different areas inourtown. Lindskoog isbeing looked atby
MidHudson andplans areinmotion.  Council member Tutay saiditwould benicetoeliminate
huge gaps forinstances suchasthepandemic, many people getthemifi portables from the
school. Council member LeFevre added thatthemifiportables workoffcell towers which makes
those ineffective aswell incertain areas. Supervisor McHugh will reach outtoStateTeltosetup
negotiations.  

Playground equipment isordered andready. Once theweather breaks itshould beinstalled along
with thefinalcoatings onthebasketball courts.  

NewBusiness:  

Supervisor’sTerm: Councilmen Baker announced wewillbeproposing alocal lawtochange the
supervisor’stermfrom2years to4years. Some research hehasdone states allofAlbany County
Government isa4year terms andsoistheVillage. Theonly termthat isnota4year termisthe
Supervisor terminourTown.  TheTownofWesterlo isalsoa4year term.  Thiswillapply for
permissive referendum sothepeople ofthetown canvoteonit. Council person Tutay saidshe
believes thismakes sense.  Onceyourunyouonlyhaveayear toreally delve intothejoband
thenyouhavetoprepforanother election. Itwould benefit thetowntohavesomeone inoffice
for4years. The2year termtakes away fromtheduties oftheSupervisor since theyonlyhavea
yearbefore theelection process begins. Council member Baker believes therewould bemore
continuity within thetownifthetermwaslonger tomatch other terms within theTown. Council
member Bruno stated itkeeps thecontinuity forprojects aswell. Supervisor McHugh saidhecan
seebothsides. Heasked thatpeople keep inmind itdoesnothaveanything todowith this
current term; ithastodowith future terms whichhemaynotbeapartof. Itismore possible to
seethings tocompletions in4years. Forexample weareworking ona2.2million dollar grant
forthepast2years andwearejustgetting totheconstruction part, ifthetermwas longer the
same administration could see theproject through tocompletion. Also thewaythepolitical
calendar falls itmakes ithardtoprogress aseffectively asSupervisor

350year Celebration:  in2023 theTownofCoeymans willbe350yearsold. Supervisor
McHugh madeamotion toappoint Council Members Tutay andLefevre asco-chairs tothe350

ndyearcelebration. Council member Baker2 themotion. Council member Tutay letusknow the
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official daytheTown ofCoeymans was incorporated wasApril7, 1673. Council member Tutay
saidtheywill reachout toallofthecommunity for input. Theywill start toestablish acommittee
anddiscuss potential budgetary needs fornextyear.  

Resolutions

Resolution #47-22Authorize Public hearing ofLL1of2022 (nowtobeconsidered LL2)  
Present Absent Aye Nay Abstain

George D. McHugh

Daniel D. Baker

Brandon L. LeFevre

LindaS. Bruno

Marisa J. Tutay

Total 5 5

I, Council member Tutay offer thefollowing resolution andmove itsadoption:  

WHEREAS, theTown Board oftheTown ofCoeymans hasintroduced proposed Local Law
No. 1oftheYear2022 tochange thetermofofficeoftheTown Supervisor fromtwoyears to
fouryears commencing January 1, 2024 pursuant totheSection 10(1)(ii)(a) andSection 23(2)(e)  
oftheMunicipal HomeRuleLawoftheStateofNewYork; and

WHEREAS, theenactment ofthis local lawisaTypeIIaction pursuant totheNewYork State
Environmental Quality Review Act, 6, N.Y.C.R.R. 617.5asitinvolves agency administration,  
management andlegislative decision making thatdoesnotaffect theenvironment orcommit the
Town toafuture decision onaproject, andtherefore isexempt fromenvironmental review; and

WHEREAS, proposed Local LawNo. 1of2022, if adopted, issubject toa mandatory
referendum pursuant toNewYorkMunicipal Home RuleLaw § 23(2)(e) andthataproposition
inthefollowing formshall beincluded ontheballotatsuch townelection, andthefouryear term
ofoffice shallnottakeeffect unless suchproposition isapproved byamajority voteof the
qualified voters voting thereon:  “ ShallTownofCoeymans Local LawNo. 1, 2022 entitled ‘A
Local LawChanging theTermofOfficeofTown Supervisor fromTwotoFourYears, For the
Term Commencing January 1, 2024,’ beapproved?”;   

NOW, THEREFORE BEIT RESOLVED that theTown Board oftheTownofCoeymans
doeshereby schedule aPublic Hearing onproposed Local Law #1of2022 tobeheldon
February 10, 2022 at6:00p.m. attheCoeymans Town Hall, 18Russell Avenue, Ravena, New
York; and
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BEITFURTHER RESOLVED that theTown Board doeshereby authorize theTown Clerk to
publicly notice saidPublic Hearing inaccordance withallapplicable laws.  

Seconded byCouncil member Baker, offered fordiscussion anddulyputtoavote, theresults of
which appear above.  

Discussion: Supervisor McHugh stated this issubject toamandatory referendum ifitiseven
passed, this isonlytoschedule aPH, andthisdoesnotmake italaw. Thislawdoesnottake
effect unless itisvoted uponandpassed atthisyear’selection andwouldn’ttakeeffect until the
nextSupervisor’selection.  

Resolution #48-22Authorization ofLease Agreement

Present Absent Aye Nay Abstain

George D. McHugh

Daniel D. Baker

Brandon L. LeFevre

LindaS. Bruno

Marisa J. Tutay

Total 5 5

I, Council member Baker offer thefollowing resolution andmove itsadoption:  

WHEREAS, the2022Budget provides fortheleaseofaphotocopier intheTown Justice Court;    

NOW, THEREFORE, BEITRESOLVED, that theTown Board oftheTownofCoeymans
doeshereby authorize Supervisor George D. McHugh toexecute alease agreement withDeLage
Landen Financial Services, Inc. (copyattached) fortheleaseofaphotocopier machine inthe
Town Justice Court foratermnottoexceed 48months.   

Seconded byCouncil member McHugh, offered fordiscussion anddulyputtoavote, theresults
ofwhich appear above.  

Discussion: GMamended theheading toreflect thecorrect date. The copier agreement is
attached andhasalready beenaccounted forintheCourtbudget for2022.  

Resolution # 49-22Star Exemptions executive Order
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Present Absent Aye Nay Abstain

George D. McHugh

Daniel D. Baker

Brandon L. LeFevre

LindaS. Bruno

Marisa J. Tutay

Total 5 5

I, Council member McHugh offer thefollowing resolution andmove itsadoption:  

WHEREAS, onDecember 26, 2021, Governor Kathy Hochul issued Executive Order No. 11,  
declaring aState disaster emergency fortheentire StateofNewYorkduetotheCOVID-19
pandemic; and

WHEREAS, thisState disaster emergency hasresulted inlimited hours inmunicipal offices in
theTownofCoeymans andrendered senior citizens andindividuals with disabilities residing
intheTownofCoeymans homebound. These factors combined havemade itdifficult, ifnot
impossible, formany inthese populations tofiletheir realproperty taxexemption applications in
person andmany, further, lacktheability tofilesuchapplications online; and

WHEREAS, inrecognition oftheabove problems caused bythepandemic, Governor Hochul
issued Executive Order No. 11.1onDecember 26, 2021, thereby extending Executive OrderNo.  
11. Thisextension oftheGovernor’sExecutive Order modifies subdivisions 7, 7-aand8of
section 459-coftheRealProperty TaxLawandsubdivisions 5, 5-a, 5-b, 5-cand6ofsection 467
oftheReal Property TaxLaw, theeffectofwhich permits thegoverning bodyofanassessing
unit (i.e., theTown Board oftheTownofCoeymans) toadoptaResolution directing the
Assessor togrant exemptions onthe2022assessment rolltoallproperty owners whoreceived
suchexemptions onthe2021 assessment roll (i.e., senior citizens andindividuals with
disabilities with limited income), thereby dispensing with theneed forsuchpersons tofile
renewal applications torequest such exemptions, andfurther dispensing with therequirement
thatassessors mail renewal applications tosuchpersons; and

WHEREAS, Executive Order 11.1further allows thegoverning bodyofsaidassessing unit, in
anysuchResolution, atitsoption, toinclude procedures bywhich itsTown Assessor may
require arenewal application tobefiled ifheorshehasreason tobelieve thatanowner who
qualified fortheexemption onthe2021 assessment rollmayhave since changed hisorher
primary residence, added another owner tothedeed, transferred theproperty toanewowner or
died; and
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WHEREAS, pursuant tosaidExecutive Order, theTown Board oftheTown
ofCoeymans wishes toadopt suchResolution directing theTown Assessor oftheTown
ofCoeymans togrant exemptions onthe2022 assessment roll toalleligible senior citizens and
individuals withdisabilities with limited income, andgranting theTown Assessor oftheTownof
Coeymans theauthority torequire renewal applications forduecause, asdiscussed above,  
utilizing procedures outlined below;  

NOW THEREFORE, BEITRESOLVED, pursuant totheauthority granted byExecutive
Order No. 11.1, issued bytheGovernor oftheStateofNewYork, that theTown Board ofthe
TownofCoeymans hereby directs theTown Assessor oftheTown ofCoeymans to:  
1. Grant exemptions onthe2022 assessment roll toallindividuals whoreceived thesenior
exemption onthe2021 assessment rollandallindividuals whoreceived theexemption onthe
2021 assessment rollbecause theywere recognized asaperson withdisabilities andlimited
income, thereby dispensing with theneed foranysuch individuals tofilerenewal applications
forsuchexemptions, except that;   

2. TheTown Assessor may, inhisorhersolediscretion, require arenewal application tobe
timely filedwithhisorheroffice iftheyhasreason tobelieve thatanysuch individual, who
qualified fortheaforementioned exemption onthe2021 assessment roll, mayhavesincechanged
theirprimary residence, added another owner tothedeed fortherelevant property, transferred
suchproperty toanewownerordied. IftheTownAssessor requires such renewal application be
filed, heorsheshallnotify theowner ofthesubject property ofsuch requirement byregular
mail, withsuchnotice shall containing instructions onhowtofiletherenewal application. Said
renewal application maybereturned bymailorbymaking anappointment todropsame offat
theTown Assessor’soffice, 18Russell Avenue Ravena, N.Y. 12143

Seconded byCouncil member Bruno, offered fordiscussion anddulyputtoavote, theresults of
which appear above.  

Discussion: Thisisthesame aslastyear. Theassessor canmove forward without jeopardizing
anyone’shealth andsafety.  

Resolution # 50-22Appoint Deputy Clerk

Present Absent Aye Nay Abstain

George D. McHugh
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Daniel D. Baker

Brandon L. LeFevre

LindaS. Bruno

Marisa J. Tutay

Total 5 5

I, Council member LeFevre offer thefollowing resolution andmove itsadoption:  

WHEREAS, TownClerk Candace McHugh, pursuant toChapter 280oftheLawsof2007,  
stwhich became effective onJuly18, 2007, isdesirous ofappointing anindividual tothe1 Deputy

Town Clerk position;   

NOW, THEREFORE, BEITRESOLVED, that theTown Board oftheTownofCoeymans
sthereby acknowledges theTown Clerk’sappointment ofSherle Slingerland as1 Deputy Town

Clerk.  Thisappointment isforatermtoexpire onDecember 31, 2022.  

Seconded byCouncil member Baker, offered fordiscussion anddulyputtoavote, theresults of
which appear above.  

stDiscussion: Mrs. Slingerland wasappointed asofJanuary 1 buttheBoard wanted tomake sure
were-affirmed thisappointment asevery Town Clerk hastheright toappoint theirDeputy.  

Public Comment: Supervisor McHugh invited thePublic tocall inwithanycomment. Nocalls
were received.  

Motion toAdjourn toExecutive Session- todiscuss thedetails oftheemployment History ofa
particular employee.  
Onmotion ofCouncil member Baker, seconded byCouncil member Tutay, theTown Board
Meeting wasadjourned.       
APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – ABSENT – SOMOVED
Motion toAdjourn from executive Session was made bymember McHugh andseconded by
Baker

Time7:48pm

Respectfully Submitted,      

Candace McHugh, TownClerk
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